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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


i nn, Oe 


Fre.tiow Cirizens,—The term of our appointment is draw- 
ing to a close, and it becomes our duty to address you again 
and make known the condition ofthe schools. The year with 
its toils and anxieties has passed rapidly away and as we sit 
down to look at results, it is pleasant to recall the repeated vis- 
its that we have made in the school room, where we have ever 
met the happy smile of recognition and welcome from the be- 
loved youth, there gathered, for the purpose of being trained 
to knowledge and duty. We have been happy in the belief that 
our presence, so far from being a restraint has been rather a 
stimulus to them in their noble endeavors. And when we have 
addressed them—as we have repeatedly and familiarly on the 
subject of their education, as well as on their habits and duties 
as members of society—it has given us pleasure to observe their 
respectful attention ; and we have read in many an intelligent 
and thoughtful countenance the firm resolve to make high and 
honorable attainment. We shall ever be proud of the friend- 
ship of such youth, and if anything that we have done or any 
thing that we can do, shall in any measure encourage them in 
their exertions it will be among the most pleasing offices of our 
lives. 4 ' 

The chairman of the Committee has now for seven or eight 
successive years been engaged in visiting the schools, but never 
have his labors been more pleasant—never has he seen more to 
encourage hope for the future. The schools have not in all in- 
stances been better than heretofore; in some cases they have 
not been as good as they were the preceding year. ‘The dis- 
tricts have not in all cases been successful in employing good 
teachers, but we see the evidence of increasing interest among 
both parents and youth. 
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We have given particular attention to the examination of 
teachers and have been careful to approbate none whom we 
did not believe to be suitably qualified for their trust, but on 
trial of them we have found a great difference in their capabil- 
ity of imparting instruction, their tact in maintaining dicipline 
and in awakening the interest of the pupils. 

if a district is so successful as to get a good teacher we ad- 
vise them by all means to retain the same from year to year.— 
Their price is above the price of gold. Let them be esteemed 
asa prize. Give them good wages and keep them. The ad- 
vantages would be many ; we should be sure of having a good 
school; the teacher having become acquainted with the dispo- 
sitions and attainments of the pupils, would know how best to 
advance them; and instead of beginning their studies anew 


every term, they would be able to go forward from the point to 


which they had attained before. In this way children would 
not acquire a disgust for a book by going over parts of it again 
and again, but under the guidance of one active and leading 
mind they would be led on from step to step ; new interest 
would be constantly excited, and new attaintments constantly 
made. 

We must repeat again the opinion already expressed in form- 
er Reports—that in our view great advantages would be derived 
from employing female teachers in most of the schools all of the 
year. Asa matter of fact females who teach school are found 
to be better scholars—better disciplinarians and more apt in im- 
parting instruction than males. They have more leisure to pre- 
pare themselves and usually feel a livelier interest in the em- 
ployment. It is not true that they are less successful in govern- 
ing large schools and large scholars ;—abundant facts prove the 
contrary. There are nota few energetic and accomplished 


young ladies who can be hired for from $10 to $12 per month 
who would teach the winter school in any district in this town, 


and suffer nothing in comparison with the male teacher who 
could command $20 per month. 
The teachers employed the past year were as follows : 


No. | SUMMER. WINTER. 
Miss Jane Anderson. Miss Martha A. Dodge, 
Miss Mary B. Spalding. Mr. James F’. Ferguson. 
Miss Wealtha Allen. Mr. John M. Wallace. 


Miss S. Augusta Campbell. Mr. David E. Fiske. 
Miss H. Augusta Stephens. Miss H. Augusta Stephens. 
Miss Elizabeth J. M’Kean. Mr. William L. Boardman. 


_— 
SE ANOotP ore 


. Miss Sarah A. Robie. Mr. Mial Davis, 
Miss Abby M. Dodge. - Miss Martha A. Dodge. 
Miss Mary R. Crooker. Mr. Matthew H. Holmes. 
Miss Eliza Ann Morrison. Mr. James F. Ferguson. 
11. Miss Elvira F. Cross. Mr. James P. Walker. 


12. Rev. 8S. Dodge. 
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We visited all the schools both summer and winter at their 
commencement ; and with one or two exceptions we visited all 
at or near their close. In performing this duty, one member of 
the committee has travelled in going to and from the schools 
three hundred and twenty miles. 

The teachers have kept Registers in the usual manner ; from 
these we find that the whole number of scholars in the summer 
schools was 314, being 17 less than the number the year before. 
The whole number in the winter schools was 383—21 more 
than the year before. 

In the table will be found a column showing the aggregate 
amount of absences in weeks. ‘The total in both summer and 
winter is 1697 weeks—which is equal to the absence of 
169 scholars for an entire term of ten weeks. It is pleasant 
to notice the fact that 126 scholarsin the summer schools and 
140 in the winter schools lost no time by absence. Our Regis- 
ters show us who those scholars are; and it is needless to re- 
mark that they are among the best and most promising scholars 
in town, and their parents are those who do most to promote 
the cause of education. 

While the teachers have generally applied themselves with 
fidelity to their task, some have merited much more commen- 
dation than others. We have had some teachers of the very 
first order, among whom we may enumerate Mr. Fiske, Miss 
Spalding, Miss Stephens, Miss Abby M. Dodge, Miss Martha 
A. Dodge. 

With them allthe government of the school is apparently a 
matter that costs them not a moment’s attention. ‘They apply 
themselves to the business of instructionin a manner so_ kind, 
so animated and so earnest that every pupil at once respects. 
and loves them and is ready to enlist in all their plans and to 
exert himselfto the very utmost in whatever he undertakes. 
The recitations in all their schools were thorough, and rapid 
advances were made. 

There is another class of our teachers that deserve high 
commendation for their fidelity and success. They gave, so 
far as we know, universal satisfaction in the districts. Of this 
description we mention Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Boardman, Mr. 
Holmes, Mr. Walker, Mr. Dodge, Miss Allen, Miss M’Kean, 
Miss Crooker, Miss Morrison, and Miss Cross. From what we 
saw at their examinations we believe that they were untiring in 
their exertions and that their schools in general made good pro- 
gress. 

Miss Anderson who taught in No. 1, was less successful than 
she was the year before in No. 4. Evidently her heart was not 
in the work; her mind was not there and we need not add that 
she failed of success. 

Miss Robie lacked that intellectual energy that is needful to 
render recitations animated and her government was inefficient. 
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She was followed in the winter by Mr. Davis who did not have 
that entire self possession and strength of will that is desirable, 
but who is in many respect an excellent teacher. On the whole 
No. 7 has not been as successful as it was the year before. 

Miss Campbell is young and she labored under the disadvan- 
tage of having attended school in the district where she tau 
it might have been owing to this that her discipline was not as 
good as we could wish. As she acquires more confidence in 
herself she will manifest more animation in the school room. 

Mr. Wallace labored under the disadvantage of being very 
young and of coming intoaschool where the heart of many 
of the pupils was set upon having another teacher. He im- 
proved very much in the course of the winter, but apparently 
failed from not having in his mind a correct idea of what a 
school should be. Inthe new district No. 12, they have erect- 
ed a very neat and substantial school house the past year. ‘The 
house is large and the interior construction is tasteful and con- . 
venient. ‘The facilities for warming and ventilating are such 
as we should be glad to see in every school house. ‘They had 
their first school the past winter, which numbered 30 scholars. 

Weare more strongly impressed every year with the indis- 
pensible necessity of having some means provided in the Coun- 
ty for increasing the qualifications of Teachers. With a view 
to this necessity our Legislature at the last session passed the 
following act. 

‘‘ Be it enacted &c. Any town in this State, at a legal meet- 
ing for the purpose, may raise, in addition to the amount by law 
required to be raised therein for the support of common schools, 
a sum not exceeding 5 per cent. of such amount, to be applied 
to the support of a Teachers’ Institute within the limits of the 
county in which said town is situated.” Revised Statutes chap. 


~ 338. 


‘‘'The purpose of a'Teachers’ Institute may be described in 
afew words. Many-persons who have the requisite qualifica- 
tions, are unable to manage a school well, and have no tact at 
imparting their knowledge to their scholars, or of awakening in 
them an interest in their studies. In consequence of this lack, 
many schools are broken up and hundreds of dollars are wasted 
annually. "They have tools, but do not know how to use them. 
The purpose of a Teachers’ Institute is to supply this instrue- 
tion—to teach teachers the best way toteach. It isa school for 
those to learn the practice of teaching, who design to be teach- 
ers in the common school. It is to the teacher what the drill- 
room is to the soldier, and equally important. 

‘'The mode of conducting it is this. At the place and time 
appointed persons of both sexes who expect to be teachers and 
have qualified themselves assemble and are formed into classes ; ; 
and are carried through the regular routine of a well disciplined 
school, by competent Instructors or Professors procured for the 
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purpose. ‘They thus learn how to instruct and govern schools. 
The sessions of the Institute continue from ten days to three 
weeks, according to their resources and the convenience of the 
teachers. ‘The instruction is free of cost to all teachers who 
choose to attend. ‘The expenses of the tuition are to be de- 

wed by the small contribution from each town, for which the 
an law makes provision.” 

_ Such an institute has already been organized in this county 
aan it only waits the requisite fund to go into immediate oper- 
ation this spring. It is believed that most if not all the towns 
in the County will promptly furnish their quota and avail them- 
selves of the advantages of such an Institute. An article touch~’ 
ing this matter has been introduced into our warrant for town 
meeting and we hope you will entertain it favorably. If you 
think 5 per cent. will be too much then appropriate 3 per cent. 
In raising such a sum the man who paysa town tax of $5 
would not pay over 5 cents to the Institute. We ask you to 
give itan experiment. It is nota newthing. It has been tried 
in the State of New York and in some parts of New England 
with the best results. 

The whole amount of money appropriated to common schools 
in this town the last year was $622 24—$6 74 more than the 
year before, 

The subject of school books is one that has occasioned your 
committee not a little anxiety. The series of reading books 
heretofore recommended, have now been in use some eight or 
ten years ; in some schools they have been partially displaced 
by other books, introduced by teachers without the knowledge 
of the committee ; in all the schools the reading lessons have 
become so familiar that they are quite an old story. 

It is believed that important advantages would be gained by 
introducing an entire new series of reading books throughout. 
We have examined the series prepared by Messrs. Russell and 
Goldsbury, and highly approve it. It commences with I. The 
Primer, LU. Spelling Book, III. Primary Reader, IV. Sequel 
tothe Primary Reader, V. Introduction to the Common School 
Reader, VI. The Common School Reader. These books are 
so arranged as to lead the scholar along progressively from 
step to step, and in such a way, that under the guidance ofa 
faithful teacher, one can hardly fail of becoming a good reader 
and speaker. ‘The books have the additional recommendation 
of being furnished remarkably cheap. 'They cost not more 
than two thirds as much as books of the same size now in use. 

We would not advise any family to procure the books, until 
it is determined by our successors whether they shall be in- 
troduced. We would not advise to introduce them at all un- 
less it can be done entirely, and athorough classification of the 
scholars effected in all the schools. 

To those who may feel objections to making a change in 
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reading books on the ground that they cannot afford to luvose 
their books now on hand, we would remark, that we are en- 
couraged to believe that the publishers will take the books that 
are not much defaced to pay in part for the new. They do this 
to encourage the introduction of the new, and with the expec- 
tation that they will be used for years to come. 

In conclusion we ask you to look at the encouraging fact 
that our State is every year manifesting a livelier interest in the 
cause of common schools. Our Legislature has taken up the 
subject in earnest ; County associations are formed in almost 
every county ; ‘Teachers’ Institutes are already commenced in 
some counties and soon will bein all; a State Commissioner has 
been appointed whose labors cannot fail to be of the greatest 
service ; in addition to this, towns are doing great service in 
the cause by printing their reports, repairing their school- 
houses, Visiting their schools and by encouraging the best teach- 
ers. 

We need not express the hope that in this noble enterprize 
our fellow citizens will all bear honorable part, and place our 
own schools on a footing inferior to none. We often say that 
a good education is the best legacy that we can give our chil- 
deren ; let us act in accordance with that sentiment ; and their 
advancement in the means of lasting honor and happiness, will 
be our rich reward. 

Respectfully submitted, — 
STEPHEN T. ALLEN, ) Superintending 
JACOB BURNAP, School 
SIMEON KENNY, Jr. Committee. 


Merrimack, Feb. 25, 1847. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 
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ON INI 


Tue Selectmen of the town of Merrimack for the year 1846- 


47, submit the following statement of receipts and 
ments : 


RECEIPTS. 
Amount in the treasury March 10, 1846, 60 64 
Amount assessed for the year 1846, 2155 68 
uy i for school house tax district 

No. 12, 272 88 

Received, of County for paupers, 235 72 
“6 of State for railroad tax, 275 88 

ss of Locks and Canal Cor. road tax, 2 66 

6 jiterary fund, 388 03 

i. of conditional exempts, 6 00 


disburse- 


60 64 


$2986 85 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


REPAIRS OF ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


J. L. Bowers, for lumber on Pennychuck bridge, 31 26 
John Parker, for labor on road near F.Wright’s, 10 00 


R. D. Bennett, “ 6 4 50 
James Duncklee, for raved 1 96 
Smith E. Fields, for labor on road near I: Clark’s, 4 00 
Alfred Spalding, ‘“ - 2 00 


Joseph Hills, a 6 « 1 00 


10 


J. B. Holt, for labor on bridge near his house, 2 00 


Nathan Parker, Jr. for bridge plank, 78 
H. G. Hutchinson, for lumber and labor on Rob- 
bins’s bridge, 4 &5 


James Kendall, for irons to Robbins’s bridge, 6.15 
Jo’s Shed, labor on road peat Wid. McCapray s, 2 50 


HAG. Mitbinsol Ni 7 40 
E. P. Parkhurst, ex a 5 4 37 
Oliver McConihe, ‘* vs J 2 50 
Moody Dodge, u - - 2 00 
George Boyson, an ie we 1 50 
Daniel Moore, Jr. * ss iy 9 76 
Josiah Seaverns, for plank for Field’s bridge, 11 02 
David Jones for bridge plank, 8 40 
Samuel McConihe, for lumber for bridges, 6 70 


Isaac Hills, for lumber and labor on bridges, 3 15 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Cash paid Prudential Committees, to wit: 


District No. 1, Marshall Merriam, 54 48 
6 No. 2, Benjamin M. Hills, 56 87 
66 No. 8, Enoch Merrill, 86 39 
ss No. 4, James U. Parker, 60 44 
No. 5, Ira Spalding, 46 96 
ec No. 6, Leonard Stearns, 45 98 
st No. 7, Isaac C. Shed, 60 29 
6 No. 8, Jacob Burnap, 48 29 
6 No. 9, M. B. McConihe, 62 88 
tp No. 10, Nathan Parker, Jr. 20 62 
ce No. 1], H. G. Hutchins, 51 50 
6 No. 12, R. D. Bennett, 27 63 


MILITARY EXPENSES. 
Cash paid soldiers for doing military duty, 24 00 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Cash paid to order of building committee : 


District No. 11, Amasa Estey, 19 00 
ss No. 12, David Lund, 263 93 

_ SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Rey. Stephen T. Allen, 22 00 
Jacob Burnap, ll 25 
Simeon Kenny, Jr. 5 50 


127 80 


24 00 


282 93 


38 75 
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Cash paid, to wit : 
Jacob Burnap, for building wall round the old 


grave yard, 19 50 
For goods for S. Follansbee, on account of 

small pox, 2 94 
Charles K. Mitchell, for taking care of meeting 
house and hearse house, 5 00 
Charles K. Mitchell, for land to enlarge bury- 

ing ground, 62 
Albin Beard, for printing reports, 16 60 

- as ‘¢ blank orders and receipts, 3 00 rs 
For damage done at Dumlin brook, 7 75 


D. T. Ingalls, for 1-2 cord wood for townhouse, 2 25 
Hartshorn & Whitney, for stoves and funnel 


for town house, 27 80 
F. A. Chamberlain, for repairing town house, 6 85 
Samuel McConihe, for postage, 43 
Simeon Kenny, for writing two deeds, 1 00 
Clerk of the religious society for their propor- 

tion of the rail road money, 17 00 
R. H. Pratt, for collecting taxes, ol 00 


Daniel Moore, Jr. for tax book and stationery, 1 50 
Charles K. Mitchell, for clearing brush off the 


burying ground, 2 50 


165 14 
SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 
Caleb Jones, as ‘Town Clerk, 6 00 
Dan’! Moore, Jr. selectman & ov oregon of poor, 39 37 
Daniel 'T. Ingalls, se ‘634 00 
James Parker, #6 & (OT, Ob 
William McKean, town treasurer, 5 00 
105 62 
Cash paid for nonresident highway tax receipts, 11 49 
11 49 
R. H. Pratt for abatement of his list, 1846, 36 38 
36 38 


ALMS-HOUSE. 
Paid at Farm, ' 


Benjamin M. Hills, in part for services, 7 00 
Dr. Leonard French for professional services, 10 00 
Matthew P. Nichols for goods, 61 06 
EK. P. Parker, for goods, 56 92 
Benj. M. Hill, balance due for services and 

money paid out, 210 45 
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Paid for support of paupers off the Farm, 
Daniel Moore, for boarding and nursing Wid- 
ow Patty Woods from March 10, 1846, to 
March 14, 1846, 3 28 
Erie Kittredge, for boarding and nursing Wid- 
ow Patty Woods from March 14, 1846, to 


March 14, 1847, 169 00 
For support of Hannah Barnes and child, ° 12 54 
For Oliver S. Chase, 10 94 
For Hugh M. Jackson, 2 07 


ALMS-HOUSE. 
Cash paid the following bills, to wit: 


Alpheus Goodwin, for labor, 5 95 
Joel Gay, for shoeing horse, “% 50 
Gilman Shattuck, for goods, 1 00 
Kendrick & Tuttle, a 10 91 
Hugh Jameson, 4 15 68 
Daniel Campbell, for hay, 13 62 
BERY M. ae for 1395 Ibs. hay, 11 28 
10 bushels corn, 7 50 

ms rf 10 bushels rye, 7 50 

2 . 1-2 barrel of vinegar, 3 50 
William Arbuckle, for labor, 40 00 
Francis Odell, for 1 gallon vinegar, 17 
George W. Hand, for 3 pigs, 6 00 
William Gillis, for beef, 1 95 
John Calef, for carding wool, 1 70 
Reuben Barnes, for repairing Sune 33 
Benjamin Billings, oh 2 12 
Levi W. Hodge, for repairing harness, 42 
P. W. Prescott for harness, 1 7% 
Isaac Parker for apples, 2 83 
Aaron Gage, 67 
Rhoda Robbins, for tailoring, 20 
Francis McClure, for labor, 10 05 
C. T. Gill, for school book for J. Fields, Q5 
Israel C. Crooker, for ploughing, 75 
James Kendall, for blacksmithing, 14 73 
Matthew Kennedy, for sawing, 3 74 
Thomas B. Gilmore, for mason work, 50 
Freeman Hills, for 1 barrel cider, 1 00 
Benj. M. Hills, for services as superintendent, 230 00 
Dr. L. French, for professional services, 10 00 
Matthew P. Nichols, for store goods, 61 06 
K. P. Parker, for store goods, 06 92 
Hannah Moore, for 2 pairs pants, 1 60 


197 83 
DR. 


526 08 


Ls 


13 


ALMS-HOUSE. __ CR. 
By cash of 

Daniel Moore, for 1-2 bushel of onions, 95 
Hannah Moore, for L peck of beans, 37 
Ignatius Bagley, for one calf, 2 50 
Mr. Shepherd for 1 turkey, 75 
Sumner Morgan, for 1 calf, 3 00 
Enoch Gage, for 1 peck of onions, 12 

ns ‘* for two bushels rye, 1 67 

“ *¢ for boarding school mistress, 2 00 
Freeman Hills for one shoat, 7 00 

os A for 4 bushels potatoes, 2 00 
B. M. Hills, for cider screws and press, 5 00 

ig “for 3 bushels of potatoes, 1 50 

«= & for 4 Ibs of rolls, 2 00 

6 ‘¢ for 50 bushels of oats, ~— 25-00 

- ‘© for 100 hop poles, 75 
Aaron Mears, for 2 bushels-potatoes, 1 00 
Mr. Smith, for boot of horses, 20 00 
Peter Carlton, for boot between bulls and cow, 10 00 
Hugh Moor, for 10 bushels of oats, “ 3 70 
Hannah Moore, for 6 1-2 pounds of wool, 1 56 
Isaac C. Shed, for standing grass, 5 00 
Stephen Gage, for 1 log sled, 3 60 
Cyrus Fosdick, for 1 horse sled, 5 00 
Nathan Parker, Jr., for 4 spruce poles, 1 00 
Tsaiah Herrick, for lumber, 4 28 
Daniel Moore, Jr., for 500 lbs. rye straw, I. 25 
Daniel 'T. Ingalls, for half bushel onions, 25 
Eliza Riddle, for 5 bushels potatoes, 2 50 : 
County paupers, 258 13 

—— 370 58 

Leaving against the alms-house a balance of $155 50 


oa 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Amount of money received for the current year, $3047 49 
Cash paid State 'T'ax, 287 40 
County ‘Tax, 441 67 
Repairs of highways and bridges, 127 80 
Support of schools, 622 33 
Superintending school committee, 38 75 
School house tax in District No. 11, 19 00 
School house tax in District No. 12, 263 93 
Military expenses, 24 00 
Incidental expenses, 165 14 


Non-resident highway tax, 11 49 


> aes 
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Over assessments for 1845—6, 14 91 
Services of town officers, 105 62 
Expenses at alms house, 413 43 
Support of paupers off the farm, 197 83 
Abatements for the current year, 36 38 
Feb. 23, 1846, paid Robert McGaw on Pinker- 
ton note, 200 00 
$2969 68 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town on the 
business of the current year of 77 81 
P 


The town is now in debt as follows : 
Note to Robert McGaw including inter- 

est up to April 1, 1847, 1013 92 
Deduct the amount paid Robert Me 

Gaw on Pinkerton note, Feb. 23d, 

1847, 200 00 
And the balance in the treasury, 77 81 
277 81 
Leaving the debt of the town, 736. 11 
From which sum deduct amount due from 

the county for support of paupers, 108 33 
And from heirs of Peter Woods, 221 56 


329 89 


Leaves the town in debt, $406 22 


The Selectmen in making out their report, have endeavored 
to give a true statement of the affairs of the town as near as pos- 
sible. It will be seen-by the within report that the expenses at 
the town farm for the past year amount to one hundred and 
fifty five dollars and fifty cents, after deducting the credit of 
the town farm for boarding county paupers, together with the 
receipts of the town farm from other sources, as shown from 
the Superintendent’s books. This calculation allows nothing 
for the interest on cost of farm, &c. 

There are at the present time ten paupers at the fies five of 
whom are supported by the county at one dollar per week, 
and clothing found. ‘The amount of stock compares favorably 
with that of last year ; the amount of hay, grain, provisions 
and farming tools, far exceeds that of Jast year. It will be 


15 


seen by the report that the town has been at more expense than 
last year for the support of paupers off the farm. The town 
has had to make provisions for the nursing and board of 
Widow Patty Woods, from March 10th, 1846, to March 14th, 
1847, which bill amounts to one hundred and seventy two dol- 
lars and twenty eight cents. Also, assisted Oliver S. Chase to 
the amount of ten dollars and ninety four cents, in consequence 
of his being sick. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


DANIEL MOORE, Jr., Selectmen 
DANIEL T. INGALLS, | of 
JAMES PARKER Merrimack. 


Merrimack, February 23, 1847. 
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